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and was never suspected of any child-like desire to grow near to heaven, but he was 
the most cool and considerate of wooers, and how near he came to being a winner 
the tale itself must say. 

VIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Among men of letters, educators, and readers of general literature there is an 
increasing demand for books on special subjects, which shall be as far removed 
from the tedious prolixity of the cyclopaedia as from the realms of fiction. 
Between Miss Muhlbach's portrayal of Napoleon, for instance, and the minute 
analysis of his life by Hazlitt or Scott, there is place for a brief biography, giving 
in concise form the important events of his life, yet pleasantly colored by the 
imagination of a master of literature. The busy man has no time to spend in 
reading the larger work ; the other does not contain the facts for which he seeks. 

Such brief standard biographies the Rev. E. E. Hale supplies in " Lights of 
Two Centuries ;"* and while the author claims to have wrought for those interested 
in educational work, his book will be found of service to any worker in the field of 
literature, art, or science, as well as of interest to the general reader. 

The biographies are arranged under the general divisions of artists and sculp- 
tors, prose writers, composers, poets, and inventors, and tbe names selected, 
usually ten under each heading, are intended to include the master minds in each 
department. The fairness of omitting the names of Lamb and Addison from the 
list of master prose writers may be questioned. Lovers of art will agree that the 
selection of Watteau, Hogarth, Reynolds, Canova, Thorwaldsden, Turner, Ingres, 
Barye, Millet, and Bastien-Lepage, fairly represents the school ot great arlists 
and sculptors. Mr. Hale justly says: " Many of the workers whose objects have 
been the enlightenment and happiness of the human race have been so bound 
together in their labors that they have, in a measure, ceased to exist as individuals." 
And, " If in these pages the reader fails to find tbe name of some favorite writer, 
composer, artist, or inventor, let him feel sure that the omission was made with 
reluctance on the part of the editors of this book." 

In this age of profuse Shakespearian literature it seems strange to say that Mrs . 
O'Connor's bookt fills a " long felt want;" yet this is exactly what maybe said of 
it. It is a compact, thorough, and handy compilation, a condensation of the expen- 
sive and rare indices and concordances which have previously been published. It 
will prove a great convenience to the casual reader of Shakespeare, and schools will 
find it the best book of reference that has appeared for some time. 

In the October number of The Review, Mr. Allen Thorndike Rice, contrast- 
ing the recent progress of the United States with the progress of Great Britain 
during the Victorian era, said : " In the arts of typography and illustration we 
are far ahead of the United KiDgdom." The truth of his remark is exemplified by 
a work recently published by the J. B. Lippincott Company.* Six etchings of re- 
markable power, and most beautifully reproduced, illustrate the text of an essay 

* " Lights of Two Centuries." Edited by Rev. E. E. Hale. Illustrated with fifty portraits. 
A. 8. Barnes & Co. 

t "An Index to the Works of Shakspere." By Evangeline M. O'Connor. D. Appleton & 
Co. 

fFaust: The Legend and the Poem." By Williams. Walsh, with etchings byHermann 
Faber. J. B Lippincott Company, 
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on the origin and development of the Faust legends, poems, and plays. More than 
two thousand seven hundred and thirteen books, pamphlets, musical compositions, 
and plastic and pictorial illustrations, dealing with the legend of Faust have been 
printed in Europe ; but none of them equal in beauty of typography and illustra- 
tion the volume under review. As a holiday gift this book is unrivaled by any- 
thing yet presented to our notice. 

Miss Hapgood's translation of " Les Miserables" * has the merit of close fidelity 
to the original without being too slavishly literal. The reader receives an excellent 
impress of the peculiar and bracing style of the author. The publishers are to be 
commended for producing this remarkable work in one volume at a low price. 
To accomplish this a very light and thin paper is usee, but the type is new and 
clear, and the work will receive a wide welcome. 

Bridge accidents are so often happening that any judicious explanation of the 
cause and cure must be regarded as timely. Mr. Vose is a highly competent au- 
thority and has had extensive experience in bridge construction. Town authorities 
and others who contemplate building highway bridges will do well to consult his 
short treatise on Bridge Disasters* before committing themselves to a contract. 
Mr. Vose states that during the past ten years over two hundred railroad bridges 
in the United States have broken down, and he argues that the present system and 
methods of inspection are very little better than a farce. With regard to highway 
bridges matters are still worse. For all this there is a simple remedy in building 
bridges properly, with good material, on safe calculations as to strength, and 
under impartial and competent inspection . 

There is a quaintness and sadness about Mr. Bunner's " Story of a New York 
House,"t which takes strong hold of the reader. This is not a novel, but a page 
of local history. The names may be invented, but the facts are as here narrated. 
From 1807 to 1875. or thereabouts, New York has made mighty progress, but in- 
dividuals and famdies grow old. and pass away, and this is the one unvarying 
round men call life. Vanitas vanitatum is the moral of this melancholy tale, but 
the book is a poem and a study. 

To write a novel which shall find its heroes and heroines in a matter-of-fact 
community of country farmers in New York State is, one would think, a trying 
task. The author of ' 'Seth's Brother's Wif e"§ has produced a story of u aequal merit, 
but succeeds in holding the attention of the reader, partly by reason of the very 
homeliness of the material selected for his work. Few things can be less attract- 
ive or romantic-looking than a neglected and impoverished American farmhouse 
and its surroundings, and the lean, hard-featured people living and moving about 
it. The story starts from such a place. A great deal of it is written in what pur- 
ports to be the dialect of the northern part of the State, and as the plot advances 
it is easy for any one who has mingled amongst farm folk in this latitude to recog- 

* " Les Miserables." By Victor Hugo. Translated from the French by Isabel F. Hapgood. 
lvol. T. Y. Crowell & Co. 

t" Bridge Accidents in America. The Cause and tbe Remedy." By George L. Vose. Lee A 
Shepard. 

X "The Story of a New York House." By H. C. Bunner. Illustrated by A. B. Frost. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 

§ ' Seth's Brother's Wife." A study of life in the greater New York. By Harold Frederic. 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 
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nize familiar people and scenes. The fidelity of the artist to nature is perhaps 
the principal charm of this book. The old homestead with its shaky barns and 
lean cattle, the soil-stained, lanky hired man, the maiden aunt, the dull round of 
drudgery are drawn to the life. The gradual decay of a once thrifty and prosper- 
ous family and its upbuilding again through the ambition of a scion of the house 
are skillfully described. The youngest son is liberated from the distasteful plow, 
and becomes a journalist and editor, and here again there are some strong and 
faithful touches which appeal feelingly to all those who have gone through similar 
experiences. A sentimental attachment springs up between this youth and his more 
matured sister-in-law, but a more healthy love saves him not only from scandal, 
but from the suspicion of a fearful crime which flings its shadow across his path. 
There are pieces of true character sketching and the outline of the plot is strong, 
but the details we think are rather feebly drawn. One sees too clearly from the 
first just how matters will work out. There is an evident overhaste in the com- 
position. With more time and thought the author would have produced a greater 
novel. 

Mr. James Baldwin has been very skillful in his attempt to weave into a con- 
nected story for the young some of the old Greek myths, as a prelude to the read- 
ing of Homer and other classic productions, either in the original or in trans- 
lations. 

" A Story of the Golden Age" * begins with a glimpse at sea-girt Ithaca, the 
home of King Laertes, and we are soon introduced to the boy Odysseus and his 
tutor, and to the details of their journey to the halls of old Autolycus, and the 
series of adventures following. 

Short, crisp chapters, throwing some light on the boyhood of famous authors 
is what we find in Mr. Rideing's book.t The sketches will prove both entertain- 
ing and stimulative to lads of average mold, but we are bound to say that in 
every case the facts collected together are few. There is no claim to the term 
biographical. Most of the eighteen authors selected are Americans, the excep- 
tions being Gladstone, Boyesen, and James Payn. 

One of the brightest novels of the season is entitled " Paradise,"t by Lloyd S. 
Bryce. It is written in a bright and sprightly style, and in such faultless lan- 
guage that it reminds one of the ablest masters of French fiction — the literary 
touch is so firm and yet so dainty, the style so pi rt and sparkling ; the plot so sim- 
ple, ye'; always of such absorbing interest ; the dialogue so crisp and natural, while 
the delicate sarcasm and refined humor that characterize every chapter are seen to 
be merely the glistening of the weapon of an earnest morel purpose. The author 
has taken for the theme of his story the social and moral confusion wrought by 
our conflicting and loosely-drawn laws of divorce, by which either stupidity or 
criminality — the fool or the knave — may have the marriage obligations dissolved 
by law with or without adequate cause. General Bryce is to be congratulated on 
his first story, which has so many and such varied merits that it may be re- 
garded as the sure prophecy of a most successful career in literature. 

* "A Story of the Golden Age." By James Baldwin. Illustrated by Howard Pyle. Chas. 
Scribner's Sons. 

t" The Boyhood of Living Authors." BjTfm.H. Rideing. T. T. Crowell & Co. 
| " Paradise." By Lloyd S. Bryce. Funk & Wagnalls. 



